
HEARTLAND SCIENCE – (www.heartlandscience.org)     Page 1 of 1 
Note: All materials © 2005 The Ohio Academy of Science,  

but may be duplicated for research or educational purposes. 

 

 
Johnny Appleseed  

John Chapman acquired his reputation as Johnny Appleseed while 
planting apple trees in Ohio, where he spent much of his time, 
laying the foundation for the modern apple growing industry. 

He was born in 1774 in Massachusetts, but spent much of his life 
traveling throughout Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, and 
Ohio. He created apple orchards almost everywhere he went, 
planting seeds and also transplanting seedlings. Even after two centuries many of the trees 
he planted still bear fruit.  He was instrumental in spreading apple planting among the U.S. 
pioneers, and also to Native Americans.  

He was known for "roughing" it - usually choosing to 
sleep outdoors even when offered a warm bed.  Many 
stories abound, but the consensus says that he 
dressed humbly in rags and even wore a pot on his 
head as a hat -- the pot was also used for cooking.  
He often went barefoot and was generally known as a 
kind man who wanted to spread the beauty of his 
favorite fruit and tree throughout his country. 

Johnny Appleseed died in 1845, reportedly the only 
time he had ever been sick. 

Find out more... 

 Harpers Magazine, November 1871 (http://mason.gmu.edu/~drwillia/apple/) 

 


